LIFE AND \WRKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN .\AMBUDIRI

itself he was loved and respected by the people there. Many of
his neighbours were enlightened with the puranic stories and
bhakti culture. Even in his grihasthasrama, Vazhakunnam spent
most of his time propagating Krishnabhakti. He also found time
to teach Sanskrit to his stepbrother Vazhakunnam Nilakanthan
Nambudiri, who later became a well-honoured magician,32
Vazhakunnam also taught Narayaniyam in the traditional method
to his neighbour Vadakkath Neelakandhan Nambissan, who still
remembers him respectfully.

Vazhakunnam, after his marriage started going outside
Guruvayur for giving talks and lectures in addition to Bhagavata
preaching. His outlook had been slightly modified. He had now
become a religious reformer, but with a great difference. Among
other so called religious reformers, Vazhakunnam was an excep-
tion. He did not hate other religions and never considered any
religion superior to the other. He never had disrespect to other
religions. Vazhakunnam realised that he must travel far and wide
to create spiritual awareness among the Indians, who had no
proper understanding of Indian culture and tradition. Vazhakunnam
felt disappointed on seeing the misleading impacts of westerniza-
tion. So he, with firm determination and enthusiasm, decided to
take steps for removing the religious misunderstandings of the
people of different parts of the country.33              ___
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